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Foreword

Why are we celebrating a one hundredth anniversary?

Because we feel that we owe praise and thanks to God for the sun

or moon-lit beauty of river and hills, of sky, clouds, friends, trees and

flowers; for the brilliance of stars as never seen in the city, for the

shifting brightness we call northern lights; for our friends the local

people who live here the year ‘round, whom some of us have known

through four or five generations; and for God’s work in the lives of

those who worship in and maintained the Church of St. Peter-on-the-

Rock these past hundred years.

It is these people whom we shall meet through the church’s

records. Although the day may be coming when, in changed ways of

life and of summer holidays, we must think of the future for this our

inheritance, we look now to giving our praise and our thanks joyfully

on Sunday, August 6th, 1972.

Grâce à Dieu.



The Records

The first record, dated October 7th, 1889, is the deed of gift of the property on which the Church
of St. Peter-on-the-Rock stands.  We know that 1872 is considered to be the church's founding date. 
It is on the board beside one entrance to the present church which was built in 1922.  The dates
1872-1877 are under the framed photograph in the vestry of the founder and chaplain, the Reverend
M. M. Fothergill, M.A.  In G. Abbott-Smith’s “I Call To Mind”, completed in 1947 and published
by Church House, Toronto, he writes of services first held on the present church property by the
Reverend M. M. Fothergill in 1872.  And there is a reference by Canon E. K. Moffatt, chaplain, in
1949, to the establishing of St. Peter’s seventy-seven years ago.

Continuous records begin in 1899. Three Minute Books contain the proceedings of meetings of
the congregation from that year until the one held in 1971.  There is a red leather-bound account
book covering the years from 1899 to 1964, in which year it was completely filled, and there are
annual financial statements from 1899 to 1971.  The first of three Vestry Books is dated 1922.

There are minute books of several temporary committees and records of the Cap à l’Aigle
Library.  The Library and the Tennis Club were both the offspring of St. Peter’s; a minute book of
the latter has disappeared.  In 1969, records were sorted and classified in an expanding file.  Minutes
of the Cap à l’Aigle Red Cross Society, 1914-1918, are in this file with the church records.

Memorial tablets and pictures are on the inside walls of the church.  A descriptive list of these
was made by Mary L. Robb in 1968 and has been up-dated since then.  Among the plaques is one
commemorating the Reverend A. B. Mackay, D.D., who in 1889 built The Cap à l’Aigle Church. 
Our thanks go to his grandson, the Reverend D. B. Mackay, D.D., for his courtesy in making
available the Annual reports of the Presbyterian congregation including an introductory narrative
by his grandfather and a concluding one by himself.  More of this later.

The story “What the Records Tell Us'”, aims to put into perspective the events already covered
by Miss Maud Pope’s “Historical   Sketch”, 1950, and those since then.  Real appreciation is due
to the wardens and the secretaries who have compiled and kept the material from which the story
is drawn, with special mention of Philip H. Robb.  His two long terms of service have given
continuity to the affairs of St. Peter’s.

 
Our thanks go also to his daughter, Mrs. Philip Atkinson, (“Bobby'”), whose drawing of the

church is on our outside cover.  They go to the chairman Centennial Committee, Mrs. Kenneth
Naylor.  Her long acquaintance, both with Cap à l’Aigle and the Diocese of Quebec, and her
accuracy have made a dependable source of information on some of the details in this story.  And
they go to the people’s warden, Mr. Percy E. Radley, for his co-operation in its publication.
 

A few years ago a lady visitor recalled how the gatherings each Sunday on the lawn of the
church — the greetings on arrival and the “à l’année prochaine'” on departure — took her back to
the home church of her early years.
 

Over and over again the records sound the note of what St. Peter’s has stood for as a home of
worship both to long-time residents and to short-term visitors.



1872-1920

First of all let us look at the church as it stands today. You know well its outline as it appears on the
cover of this story.  So, see also the dark red stained sides, the while trim, the black roof, the green
lawn and its slopes coming down to the stone wall, the birch trees, the War Memorial Cross, and
behind the church, the house known as the chaplaincy, in form and construction probably unlike any
other house in the world.
 

This then is a story of how a congregation has kept a church and chaplaincy and, with a
succession of chaplains, has maintained worship and been a focus in summer community life.
 

One hundred years ago Cap à l’Aigle was, as it is today, a village lying along some four miles
of highway.  Behind the houses farm-lands sloped up to the hills; below the highway fields and
woods reached down to cliffs and beaches.  There was the river, changing always in lights and
shadows, in movement of tides and currents, the opposite shore, distinct or hazed, and the great
uplift of sky from clear, strong blue to every overtone of cloud brightness or gloom.
 

The farm-houses were already holding summer visitors then, and by the time that 1800 turned
to 1900 there was a large July and August population from the cities.  The owners of the houses and
their families moved into a summer kitchen or annex with sleeping space above, and either rented
the house to a family or ran one of the boarding houses to which many of the same visitors returned
year after year.
 

Between these summer visitors, “les touristes'” and “nous autres” there has long been a warm
relationship, one of esteem, affection and often humourous insight into the life style and character
each of the other.
 

The year-round residents were then members of the Parish of St-Etienne de la Malbaie.  The
parish church of St-Raphael de Cap à l'Aigle was still far in the future.  There were two
congregations which met in summer houses.  Presbyterians lived at the eastern or Mount Murray
end of the village and members of the Church of England were mostly in the western sector.
 

The Church of England congregation moved in 1872 from the farm- house rented each summer
by the Reverend M. M. Fothergill, rector of St.
Peter’s Church, Quebec City, to an old barn on the present church property.
Mr. Fothergill was appointed chaplain.  In the “Historical Sketch” Maud Pope, drawing on her own
recollections, gives a picture of the packing-case alter, backed by “sapin” boughs, the improvised
seating.  Mrs. L. F. Waller of London, Ontario, Jill Johnson to her Cap à l'Aigle friends, has written
down similar recollections, her own or from family stories of the former blacksmith’s shop with the
blackened rafters.  Apparently a chaplain could not always be there. Sometimes services were led
by her father, Alexander Johnson, L.L.D., vice-principal of McGill University.  For music for the
hymns, in place of the harmonium which used to be brought up from the farm-house each Sunday,
there was a concertina, played by her eldest sister, Miss   Elizabeth Johnson.
 

It was in 1889, seventeen years after the above move, that the property and buildings were
deeded by Mrs. W. A. Griffith of Quebec to Mr. Charles Piper Champion of the same city as trustee



for the congregation.  Two years before that, in 1887, the Reverend F. J . B. Allnatt, D.D., of
Bishop’s University, Lennoxville, had become chaplain.  The deed of gift had provided for the
naming of two more trustees.  Doctor Allnatt was one of them the other was Captain W. leM. Carter
of Quebec.
 

Only   after Mr.   Champion's death in 1916 do we learn, through one of Doctor Allnatt’s reports,
of Mr. Champion’s efforts in persuading the owner to withdraw conditions which had made previous
acceptance of her gift impossible.  He had then taken in hand a work which was long and gradual
of transforming “a half tumble-down shed” into a church.  Doctor Abbott-Smith tells of the boarding
over of the outside and inside walls of the barn, of windows made, and of small outbuildings moved
to become chancel and vestry.  Out of an old stable came a house for the chaplain, the beginning of
what we now know as the chaplaincy.
 

There are water colour sketches of this original, three-windowed on each side, church.  Some
of them show the tall wayside cross which stood just west of it.  There on the early evenings of a
week in June and another in September, the year-round dwellers in Cap à l’Aigle used to gather for
prayer at the times of sowing and harvest.  On the west wall of the present church are sketches and
photographs which show how that first church looked outside and inside.
 

In the group of Presbyterians, a number of them clergy families, who spent summer holidays in
Cap à l’Aigle, the Reverend A. B. Mackay, D.D.,
minister of Crescent Street Presbyterian Church, Montreal. was a leader.  With the hope that there
might be one church for the summer community, as there was in the Murray Bay Protestant Church
in Point-au-Pic, he had bought and fenced land, midway in the long stretch of the village, and begun
to build The Cap à l’Aigle Church.
 

On the afternoon of July 18th, 1889, that church was formally opened. 
There was Church of England co-operation.  The order of service was that of Evening Prayer read
by the Reverend George M . Wrong of Wycliffe College, Toronto.  This was the George M. Wrong,
author of “A Canadian Manor and Its Seigneurs” — the Murray Bay Manor.  Doctor Mackay and
the Reverend Robert Campbell, D.D. read the lessons.  The preacher was the Bishop of Montreal,
the Right Reverend W. B. Bond.  In his closing remarks he dwelt on what we now know as
ecumenical practices, and of “how much good might be done by a brotherly meeting as in the
service of that afternoon”.  A continuing co-operation was not to be, however, for in that same year,
on October 7th, the deed of gift frown Mrs. Griffith to Mr.  Champion was signed and the
conversions of barn into church followed.
 

The Cap à l’Aigle Church, commonly known as the Presbyterian Church, grey-walled, red-
roofed, buttressed, was for many years a landmark seen from the river, the wharf or by passers-by
on the highway.  On that opening day it was “only the shell of the church”, but by 1891 the church
had been painted and there was a belfry and a bell.  The lining and wainscotting the furnishings and
a round, stained glass window in the south-west wall were completed.  The initial expenditure had
been by Doctor Mackay and one other, but gifts came from Point-au-Pic, from members of Crescent
Street Church in Montreal and from Toronto.  In 1891 also the church began its annual contribution
to the Murray Bay Convalescent Home and in 1892, thinking of “the wants of others”, the
congregation sent most of that year’s income to a church in Pincher Creek, Alberta.



 
Something of the delight in the opening service comes through in the first annual — report the

decoration inside with evergreens, wild flowers and grasses, the flags outside, the people who drove
from Point-au-Pic, the tents   from which French and English-speaking residents of Cap à l’Aigle
served the refreshments, “the hills on the opposite shore purple in the distance, the mighty St.
Lawrence at our feet, a mirror reflecting every passing cloud, our own banks and braes lying in the
afternoon sunshine”.

The consecutive records of the Church of St Peter-on-the-Rock open with the minutes of a
meeting in 1899. There are twenty-four members present and they are talking of the need to enlarge
the church.  In the red-bound account book , in Mr. Champion’s clear, fine handwriting, there are
lists of subscribers and details of expenditures in lengthening the church by forty feet and in adding
a chancel and two transepts.  Later attention turned to what has been a recurrent theme ever since,
making the house occupied by the chaplain “a little more comfortable”.  So from 1900 until 1906
men of the congregation were active in planning and supervising the work on the buildings and
women in collecting the money to pay for it.
 

In 1906 there is a new intereSt. A committee which had been considering finances and
conferring with the trustees made a recommendation that the congregation be organized under the
canon laws of the Diocese of Quebec, with two wardens elected to be responsible for the finances
of the congregation and the management of its affairs.  This was accepted, and Mr. Edwin Pope of
Quebec and Mr. A. H. Campbell of Toronto became the first wardens.  Ownership of the property
remained with the trustees, then Mr. Champion, Doctor Allnatt and the Reverend G. Abbott-Smith,
D.D. who had replaced Captain Carter on the latter's resignation.  There are tributes to both Captain
Carter and to Mr. Benson Hall, warden for a shore term, for their parts in the life of the
congregation.  Doctor Abbott-Smith was to play various dependable roles in the activity of St.
Peter’s as chaplain, trustee, warden and always sound advisor.
 

It was in 1907, following the changes in buildings and in administration, that the church was
consecrated by the Right Reverend A. H. Dunn, Bishop of Quebec.  A survey which established the
boundary lines between the church property and that to the east of it was made in 1910.
 

In the years of Doctor Allnatt's chaplaincy there were three services each Sunday.  Midweek and
on saint’s days Holy Communion was celebrated.  Morning Prayer was said each weekday.  At these
services there were faithful, regular attendants, among them some devoted American women,
visitors each summer.  The interior of the church was enriched by memorial gifts, for the altar, in
church furnishings, in books and in brass.  There was a new bell.
 

Annual meetings, at which the congregation heard of and discussed finance and maintenance,
were well attended.  Among the members of special committees were Mrs. H. P. Wright and Mrs.
Hunter Robb: their families still have a part in the life of St. Peter’s.
 

In those years there was a long partnership as wardens between Mr. Edwin Pope and Mrs. F.
Higginson Cabot.  Repairs to the porch and belfry and improvements went on steadily under Mr.
Pope’s careful direction.
 



The chaplain, his wife and her daughter, Miss Mary Gill, took an active share in the summer life
of Cap à l’Aigle.  It was a simple life in those times.  Hours were spent on the beaches, and for
many, both grown-ups and children, a dip into the cold waters was something not to be missed. 
There were long walks, and drives in “calèche” or “planche” and hay-cart rides for the children. 
There were days of fishing, camping and exploring.
 

Doctor Abbott-Smith in “I Call to Mind” tells of camping expeditions with the Allnatts and other
friends to lakes in the Charlevoix forest, when Matins and Evensong were said daily under the trees. 
Frederick George Scott, who used to camp with them, has left us “Evensong in the Woods” — the
stillness of October at sundown on which the words of Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis fell.  The love
of the outdoor life, the sense of God active in his creation, were in the worship at St. Peter’s.  “All
things bright and beautiful” was known as the Cap à l’Aigle hymn, and in later years was asked for
if it had not been sung during a summer.
 

There were other features of the days spent in Cap à l’Aigle which were associated with the
chaplain and his family.  The Library began when books for borrowing were left at the chaplaincy
by people returning to the city.  The Tennis Club started on property opposite the church, owned by
the Allnatts, and then moved to a rented club house and courts just above the wharf.  During the
1914-1918 war there was a Soldiers’ Convalescent Home in the white farm-house in the fields
where Mr. Fothergill had held the first services.  This was not a church project, but the chaplain
notes in one of his reports that some of those most closely connected with its operation were
members of St. Peter’s.
 

That 1914-1918 war went deeply into the lives of the summer community.  We see also that it
was a large community at that time.  A Red Cross Society was formed a few days after war was
declared, at a meeting attended by 63 people.  On the same day there is a second listing of 121
workers.  The record of workers, work completed and gifts continues throughout the war period and
includes the names of French-speaking, year-round residents.
 

In the church, services of intercession were held on Friday evenings, sixty to seventy people
being there each week in the summer of 1917.  On August 4th the date of the declaration of war in
1914 , there was an anniversary service held in each year of the war, one hundred and thirty people
attending in 1917.  We know from the honour roll in the present church, containing seventy-four
names in all, how family lives were changed; and on the memorial altar rail are the names of those
who made the supreme sacrifice.  These names can be read also in the “Historical Sketch”.
 

Two years after the war ended the “beloved chaplain” died, leaving his people in deep sorrow. 
His wife had pre-deceased him. One senses what he meant to those people from the talk of old-
timers and from the records.  In the Bishop’s University publication, “The Mitre”, one can read of
how his contemporaries saw Francis John Benwell Allnatt: “a scholar of sympathy and humour, who
made himself a living part of the exhilaration of the mountains and the sea — a man of hospitality,
one to those who knew him, who enriched their lives and uplifted their ideals — one whose
personality and devotion to his God did much to create in Cap à l'Aigle a spiritual atmosphere which
is quite unique”.
 

There were “ecumenical councils” in Cap à l'Aigle in his time.  Clergy and laymen met on the



verandah of the chaplaincy for “learned discussion and jesting” — “how keen in the defence of the
faith he was yet not afraid to probe a question to its depths”.  Here is a second reference to
ecumenical thinking in the old days at Cap à l'Aigle.
 

Indeed to look at the history of both Presbyterian and Anglican congregations is to note how
many churchmen have spent holiday time in this place.  There was the colony of Presbyterian
ministers at the Mount Murray end of the village.  There are St. Peter’s records and recollections of
its members to give a considerable count both of Anglican bishops and of rectors of churches in
Quebec City and in Montreal who have made summer visits.
 

The “ecumenical councils” and the men, clergy and lay, who joined in them are evidence of a
quality of mind and spirit active in both congregations — something pervasive and lasting, one can
believe, shaped by those who ministered here in the early days.

1921-1950

The congregation of St Peter’s now enters a new era.  In the earlier period some summer people,
pioneered by the Misses MacDonnell, had already built summer homes or had bought and adapted
farm-houses.  There was a long-time garden at Mount Murray Manor and gracious hospitality in the
manor house each Tuesday afternoon.  And a garden at “Torwood”, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell’s
summer home, in its setting of cedar, spruce and balsam.  Mrs Greenshields had made a chalet on
the point marked on old maps “Le Heu” and a garden on what was sandy land behind the woods and
the cliffs.  Miss Crawford, whose cottage stood the second west of the church, had flowers in a sheet
of colours sloping down to the village road.  There were more flower beds beside houses hidden
from the road down in the woods.  The Francis and the McTaggart gardens were soon to be in the
making and later the Mooneys’, now the Halseys’.  The life of picnics on the beach at Fraser Falls
and the Trou, went on.  As motor roads opened Port-au-Persil, Tadoussac and Les Eboulements
became readily accessible.
 

At the annual meeting in 1920 Doctor Abott-Smith, chaplain for that season, was in the chair. 
Three questions were considered.  There was need for alterations in or replacement of the church
building; some of the wood of the original barn was beyond repair.  A memorial to Doctor Allnatt
was the wish of all present.  The erection of a War Memorial Cross was also discussed.
 

In 1921 the Reverend F. G. Vial, D.D. , of Bishop’s University, was appointed chaplain.  It was
decided at the annual meeting to rebuild the church with Mr. Charles Warren of Pointe-au-Pic as
architect and contractor.  The chaplain’s house had been enlarged twice, by the addition of a study
in 1911 and of two rooms in 1918.  In 1921 Miss Gill gave the furniture, mostly owned by the
Allnatt family, to the chaplaincy.  Some necessary re-furnishing was undertaken.
 

That first year of Doctor Vial’s ministry saw the forming of an altar guild with Miss lda Wilkes
as convener.  A year later a boys’ guild undertook various duties in and around the church.
 

In the year 1921 also, Mr. Edwin Pope asked to be relieved of the duties of warden which he had
assumed In 1906.  The congregation’s appreciation of how he had carried those duties was expressed
by a standing vote of thanks.  Mrs. Cabot became senior warden and Doctor Hunter Robb was



elected to serve with her.  As Maud Pope tells it, the energy, resourcefulness, interest and generosity
of Mrs. Cabot had a large share in the church’s rebuilding.
 

The last service in the old church was evensong and intercessions on September 9th.  Returning
in 1922 the congregation found the new church ready for the first service — a replica in size,
proportion and colour of the old one.  This new Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock, named alternately
the Allnatt Memorial Church, was consecrated on the Feast of the Transfiguration, August 6th, 1922,
by the Right Reverend Lennox W. Williams, Bishop of  Quebec.
 

The erection of the War Memorial Cross was agreed upon in 1923. Mr. A. H. Campbell had a
leading part in bringing this to completion to stand in the grounds of St. Peter’s, a memorial to all
members of the Cap à 1'Aig1e community, French and English-speaking, who had served in the war.
 

The ministry of Doctor Vial continued until 1934, broken in some seasons when other chaplains
took the services.  It is to Doctor Vial that we owe the first recording in a vestry book of services,
attendance and offertories In his time there are also dally recordings of Lower St. Lawrence weather. 
There was a special character which he, with Miss Gill at the organ, gave to the services.  Erect, with
a fine face and a shock of iron-grey and white hair, he was heavily dependent upon a cane to move
from prayer desk, to reading desk, to altar.  His sermons trailed down paths, each quiet, twisting with
interest; and the quiet places in the services of Holy Communion had a deepness, broken only by
the clop-clop of hooves and wheels as the family “planches”' returned from Mass in La Malbaie.
 

Similar Impressions are recorded In the “Queen's Quarterly”, Winter 1929, by a visitor from that
University — the summer sounds outside and the “white- haired, clean-shaven priest with a
beautiful face.  The service was low and we sang such old-fashioned hymns as ‘O for a faith that
will not shrink’ and the text was that inspiring challenge, ‘Forgetting those things that are behind’. 
Then we celebrated Communion”.  Professor Roy recalls his last communion in an Anglican church
— Westminster Abbey during the war — the khaki-clad figures kneeling at the altar rail, a very
beautiful and impressive service.  “But, somehow, the service in the plain little church at Cap à
l’Aigle appealed to me and left a lasting memory.  Perhaps it was the voice of the preacher, full,
sweet and tender, but at that Communion service I felt nearer to God and more conscious of His
Presence than I had been for years”.
 

The days of the twenties brought changes to the Presbyterian congregation.  Doctor Mackay had
died suddenly in 1901.  A few days later, Doctor A J. Mowatt of Erskine Church, Montreal, spoke
in the church, not on what the pastor of a city congregation had done, but of the man to whom Cap
à l’Aigle was dear, who through his personal efforts had built the church there and conducted all its
services.  He spoke of Doctor Mackay's care and sympathy as a summer pastor, his love of the
outdoor life, of the “Auld House” and the happy gatherings there of young and old.  “The French
people loved him . . . he made himself at home among them and no one will be missed so much as
‘Docteur Mackay' ''.
 

Mrs Mackay then deeded the Cap à l’Aigle Church to the Quebec Presbytery, with certain
conditions as to pulpit supply and maintenance.  At the request of the Presbytery, Doctor Mowatt
and Doctor Dewey, also a Presbyterian minister and summer resident, took over what Doctor
Mackay had done.  After they had both died in 1911, the Reverend J. D. Anderson, a son-in-law of



Doctor Mackay, canned the responsibilities, taking the services in August himself.
 

The annual reports go on, year after year, recording the preachers each summer, the details of
income and expenditure, the repairs, the renewals, the improvements made.  In 1923 the name Cap
à l’Aigle Presbyterian Church first heads these reports.
 

In 1925 when the United Church of Canada was formed, the members of this church decided to
remain out of the Union.  It was still owned by the Mackay family, as the conditions of the transfer
to the Quebec Presbytery had not been adequately met.  Mrs. Anderson had a leading part in the
continuity of the church’s services and its maintenance.  Mrs George Hyde and Mrs. Strong were
actively interested in renewals and improvements.  Mr D. M. McGoun was treasurer during most
of those years.
 

In that same year, 1925, there is reference to an event which does not appear in the records of
the Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock.  This was the earthquake of February 28th, which made repairs
necessary to the foundations and roof of the Presbyterian church.  In 1927 both churches celebrated
the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation.

After Mrs Anderson's death in 1937 there were some summers in which no Presbyterian services
were held.  From the twenties on, the summer population in Cap à l’Aigle was decreasing.  Also,
ministers were not so readily available after the Union.  In 1939 the name appears for the first time
of the Reverend D. B. Mackay, Doctor Mackay’s grandson, as preacher on August 13th.  Durlng the
coming war years he was a chaplain overseas.
 

At St. Peter’s-on-the-Rock there were concerns ln the middle period which still recur.  For six
years at annual meetings there had been talk about the condition of the organ.  This ended In 1934
when Doctor Abbott-Smith reported as warden and for an organ committee.  The forty-year-old
organ, he said, had “earned superannuation”'.  It had been replaced by a new one purchased from
Willis and Company at a special price which was made possible by the kindness of the late Mr. A.
P. Willis.
 

Earlier, in 1924, Mrs. Cabot as warden had proposed the setting up of a building and repair fund
— “a new chaplaincy would be necessary in four or five years, the present building with the repairs
just made might last that long”.  Truly the chaplaincy must have the elasticity of the Christian spirit. 
In 1971 it was still a summer vacation home.
 

Mrs. Cabot's resignation in 1934 highlights twenty-five years of growth in buildings and in
finance during her term of office.  The motion by which the congregation records “faithful and
efficient services, capable administration of finances and never-failing interest'” and Mrs. Cabot's
“gracious and humourous” reply well depict a character to whom the congregation of St Peter's and
the year-round people of the Mount Murray Seigniory owe a very great deal.  Two years later, on
her husband’s resignation as a trustee, she was elected to replace him.
 

A year later one of another type and character, Miss E. S. Crawford, ended by death her services
to St. Peter's — “one of kindliness of spirit, of rare benevolence, who shrank from observation and
was generous in support of the church and of all worthy objects which claimed her attention”.



 
In that same year illness had prevented Doctor Vial’s return.  Other chaplains had taken his place

in several years, among them the Reverend
Edward K. Moffatt, of the Church of the Advent, Sherbrooke, and Bishop's
University.  In 1936 he was appointed chaplain and served for fifteen summers. 
In his early summers there was a new and temporary development, the holding of a service each
Sunday in a private home in Clermont.
 

In the thirties several wardens acted for short terms, among them the Reverend R. Kenneth
Naylor, later Archdeacon of Montreal.  In 1938 Mr Philip Robb served with him.  The following
year saw the election of Mr. Alvin D. Griffin, who steadily and effectively carried the duties of
people’s warden for the next nine years.  Mr. Robb continued as chaplain’s warden.
 

Canon Moffatt, as he later became, had a young family and there was young life in a hospitable
chaplaincy.  Young people played tennis, swam in the pool on the A. E. Francis property and played
tennis on the J. D. McTaggart court.  Appreciation of these opportunities is expressed at one annual
meeting.
 

The Cap à l’Aigle Tennis Club had closed earlier in the thirties. Somewhat later, Miss
MacDonnell offered to give one of her cottages to the church.  Her idea was that it might become
a community centre for library, tennis and other activities.  However, the financial and supervisory
obligations involved and the lack of young people to use such a centre made acceptance
impracticable.  The small balance of tennis club funds went into church funds, to be used at the
discretion of the church officials, for community purposes.  Eventually a grant went to La Société
Polyculturelle de Cap à l’Aigle who were making an outdoor skating rink.
 

The Cap a l’Aigle Library continued until recent years under a committee headed by Miss
Beatrice Pope, funds to cover the insurance on the little building being raised every third summer
by some form of entertainment.  As the years passed it was used more and more by children and the
supply of books for them was kept well up to date.
 

On a Sunday in the late summer of 1939 the congregation met In a sense of shock.  Another war
had seemed impossible.  The chaplain’s simple words on that day seemed to set his people for what
lay ahead.  With few young men in the congregation though, there was not the great family
involvement and grief of the first war.  Midway through the war years the daily service of Matins
was discontinued, on Wednesdays and Fridays there were intercessions.  Probably the only service
ever held in the sunshine on the lawn took place on a cold Sunday, September 6th, 1942.  The
Reverend J. K. Tibbits led in a wartime litany with lesson and address.
 

People worked again for the Red Cross Society.  There was whole-hearted participation in Cap
à l’Aigle and beyond it, in the money-raising effort for that organization which took place each
summer of the war at “Twin Poplars'”, in the house and garden of Mr. and Mrs. Frances.  Miss Mary
Gill gave everyone a lift one summer by appearing in Cap à l’Aigle again, taking her old place at
the organ, also in her incomparable way inspiring a fancy dress party in the former tennis club house
near the wharf, in which those of all ages took part.
 



On August 15th, 1945, the day on which the end of the war was expected and came, fifty-two
people of St. Peter's, summoned by the bell, came to the church for a brief service of thanksgiving. 
The next day there were prayers, thanksgiving and a short address by the Bishop of Montreal, a
summer visitor that year.
 

In 1939 Mr. A. H. Campbell had died — “one who had done so much for the building and loved
it”.  Mr. F. H. Cabot, “trustee and regular worshiper”, died in 1940.  The years of the forties also saw
the passing on of others long active for St. Peter’s.  Mr. Francis A. Cundill, a former warden, was
one of them, to whom the chaplain gave tribute for “his life and work, particularly in connection
with the church and the summer colony”.  Miss Mary Gill’s death came in 1946.  Two years earlier
she had given to the church her cottage overlooking the wharf and its contents.  Her faithful work,
at the organ and in the care and interest of the church during the thirty-three years of Doctor Allnatt's
incumbency, is recorded.  The Reverend G. Abbott-Smith, Canon of Christ Church Cathedral,
Montreal, died in 1947 — “widely known, respected and loved for his character and scholarship,
he was dear to us as fellow-worshipper and trustee”.
 

Francis Gifford Vial, confined to bed for the last thirteen years of his life, bad never lost touch
with his friends In Cap à l’Aigle.  He was remembered there as one who, maintaining the fine
tradition of his predecessor’s ministry, had endeared himself and made real among his people the
spirit of Christ.  He died In 1948.
 

In 1949 the congregation remembered their warden, Alvin D. Griffin, who had died not long
after the last annual meeting — “one of the many able and good men who have contributed to the
welfare of St. Peter’s since this chaplaincy was established seventy-seven years ago”.

As this 1921-1950 period draws to a close, one recalls that in these years, first Miss Maud Pope
and then Miss Ida Wilkes were secretaries, responsible for the minutes of annual meetings.  Earlier
Mr. Campbell had done some careful recording, as had other secretaries elected at each meeting. 
To them all, appreciation is due for the good share they have had in making the story of St. Peter’s
possible.
 

Canon Moffatt’s final year of service was In 1950.  A resolution passed a year later, on motion
of Mrs. Cabot and Miss Hampson, records the congregation’s sorrow that, owing to his duties in
England, Canon Moffatt could not fill the office of chaplain that summer; also its thanks for faithful
service in the steps of Doctor Allnatt and Doctor Vial and for his own deep spirituality.
 

An expression of appreciation of the years at Cap à 1’Aigle, of the friendships made there, of
the joy of serving at St. Peter’s, came to the wardens from Canon Moffatt and his wife.  “The people
never demanded much of their chaplain”, he wrote “yet opened their hearts to him and made his
vacations happy.  So It was with Doctor Allnatt . . . so it was with Doctor Vial . . . and so will it be
with my successors.  I know that our experience will be theirs”.
 

The work of two chaplains, other clergy who assisted them, and of supporting lay people has led
the Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock into a third period of its history.  The Reverend Elton Scott, of
Bishop’s University, succeeded Canon Moffatt as chaplain in 1951.



1951-1971

When the Reverend Elton Scott took the chair at his first annual meeting, he recalled that he was no
stranger to Cap à l’Aigle having appeared there first half a century before.  He spoke of the high
tradition set by his predecessors, and later of something which had long been a custom  — “the
house in readiness, supplies in and the fire going”.  While Elton and Grace Scott and the two boys,
Ronald and David, were at the chaplaincy a new tradition began.  Coffee served after the annual
meeting is a custom which householders have taken up and continued at someone’s cottage each
season.
 

In the early years of this third period the church property was enlarged by the purchase of a piece
of farm land at the rear of the chaplaincy, including a clump of cedar trees.  This was due to the
initiative of Mr. and Mrs John Mooney, assisted by Miss Beatrice Pope.  Very soon also a perennial
border, planted and cared for by the chaplain, blossomed among the rocks down one side of the
grounds.
 

In the church, services continued to be held on Sundays at 8.00 and 11.00 a.m. and 7.15 p.m. and
at 8.00 a.m. on holy days. At evening prayer during several summers there was a group to whom a
series of parables took on new life.  And, as always at the reading desk, when the chaplain stood
against the knotty pine background, hands resting lightly on the natural wood of the desk, the long,
thoughtful face and the quiet words gave assurance that he knew the truths he was telling.  Outside
the church, he knew every phase of life in a Cap à l’Aigle summer.

In those first years of the fifties there was a new relationship between the summer and the year-
round people.  The 1949 minutes record the sending of a letter, signed by the chaplain and the
wardens on behalf of the congregation, to express sympathy with the Curé and the people of the
parish of St-Etienne de la Malbaie in the loss of their church by fire.  The use of St. Peter’s church
for the balance of the summer season was offered.  An appreciative reply told of arrangements
already made for services to be held in a hall in La Malbaie.
 

A sequence to the loss and to the re-building of the La Malbaie church was the establishment
of the parish of St-Raphael de Cap à l’Aigle and the building of a church.  Standing well above the
river road, where that road reaches its highest point, the church commands a vast view and is
familiar now itself as part of the landscape seen from each direction.  There have been four curés
to date M. l’Abbé Paul Joron, M. l’Abbé Lorenzo Fortier, M. l’Abbé Fernand de Varennes and M.
l’Abbé Raymond Roberge.  The story of the parish under these priests is one in itself.
 

Individual summer residents know the church and its people through services celebrated on some
family occasion among their local friends or by their attendance at the Mass early or late in the
summer season.  They also know the fêtes, the outdoor dinners, and more recently the outdoor
celebration of the Mass.  In the minutes of the 1960 meeting the chaplain speaks of the relationships
between curé, clergy and the people of both faiths as a part of the Christian life, fulfilling the
Christian function.  He instances the warm welcome given to him by curé and mayor on his taking
part in the recent fête champêtre.
 

In these years of the fifties also, St Peter’s had the loss of a faithful friend.  For a period of years



untold, Mademoiselle Blanche Savard had taken care of the church and chaplaincy buildings.  Her
services, although unwritten were truly known and happily recalled by the old-timers of many
summers.  In 1954 Monsieur Antonio Charest succeeded her.  A year later there is record that,
during the past winter, the top portion of the War Memorial Cross had fallen and had been promptly
replaced and repaired by Richard and Antonio Charest and Nazaire Bergeron.
 

Midway through the fifties a matter was settled which had been open between the wardens and
the municipal council since 1945.  A series of lots running along the river, consisting of fields,
woods and cliffs, owned by the Mount Murray Seigniory had been given to St. Peter’s by Mrs
Cabot.  Her wish that the cliff lots west of the wharf be acquired by the owners of adjacent summer
homes was fulfilled by their sale a year later.  It took longer to ensure that the lots east of the wharf
would continue to provide through passage to the beaches and be kept free from the cutting down
of trees or the putting up of buildings for commercial purposes.  Eventually an agreement was
reached in a meeting between the wardens, the secretary and three municipal councillors.  The
council was to accept the lots and give each one to the owner of the property it adjoined; he was to
undertake to keep the land undeveloped and to guarantee access to the beaches.  The transfer of the
lots by the church’s three trustees to the council was approved by the annual meeting in 1956.
 

Among those commemorated at that meeting were two long-time summer residents.  Mrs. A.
H. Campbell was always at the eleven o’clock service.  There is a small brass plate on the wall
beside the bench where she and her husband sat with children, and then grandchildren — “In happy
memory” of them both.  Mrs. D. M. McGoun was a member of the Presbyterian Church, but also
of the whole community east and west.  She and her husband David M. McGoun were known alike
by French and English-speaking as interested and kindly friends.
 

That same year saw the setting up of the Memorial Endowment Fund.  Mr. C. H. Cronyn, elected
people’s warden in 1949, had kept before the congregation, as his predecessor Mr. A. D. Griffin had
done, the thought that “the church and chaplaincy are here through the efforts of those who have
gone before and that we have the continuing duty to build up the church’s resources for the future”. 
During the terms of office of these two men, through a succession of years in which receipts had
exceeded expenditures, a general reserve fund, now known as the General Fund, had grown well.
 

The Mary Gill Endowment Fund had also increased, having received the proceeds from the sale
of Miss Maud Pope’s “Historical Sketch”.  This booklet, undertaken on request of the congregation,
was the last of “faithful and efficient services to both the church and the chaplaincy over many
years, services which it will be very difficult to replace”, as recorded in a resolution by the
congregation after Miss Pope’s death in 1951.  In 1955 Mrs. Cabot had died.  A tablet on the east
wall commemorates the “friend and supporter of the church from its earlier days”, with the dates of
her service as warden and trustee.
 

At that 1956 annual meeting Mr. Cronyn had proposed that a Memorial Endowment Fund might
include the Mary Gill Fund, the further proceeds from the “Historical Sketch” a legacy from Mrs.
Cabot, and a recent gift made in memory of Louisa Caroline Wicksteed, a long-time worshipper in
St. Peter’s.  The four names would be placed on a wooden plaque, in keeping with the interior of the
church, and with space for further names, all under the heading “Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock
Memorial Fund”.  Unanimous approval by the congregation contained a suggestion that the sum



remaining from the sale of the cliff lots west of the wharf also go into the Fund.
 

In the Memorial Fund the thought of building for the future has been well realized.  Interest on
the fund now contributes substantially to annual income, in days when the congregation is much
smaller in number.
 

A Memorial Board, though, stands for more than money.  It means something which has long
characterized the worship in St. Peter’s.  Some of the names on the Board go back to early days,
some are of those who were still living and active in the fifties.  The Board means people, drawn to
worship and to each other by love of a land under an over-arching sky, of a great river with the land
in bluffs pointing out into the watery and of the hills beyond them.  These people knew the ways of
lakes, streams and forests, of gardens, of verandahs over-looking the river, of bonfires, of birch logs
burning in stone fireplaces.  It is the creativity all around, the “bright and beautiful, the wise and
wonderful”, as the Cap à l’Aigle hymn has it, that draws the thought to the Creator.  The attraction
is long-standing.  The granddaughter of the first chaplain writes in 1971, “I have only been to Cap
à l’Aigle a few times . . . my grandfather, father, uncles and aunts played there . . . I grew up
thinking of it as a place of wonder”.
 

From early days, with the exception of a few years in Doctor Vial’s time, one chaplain had
served throughout a season.  There had been a proposal from the Bishop of Quebec in the years of
the thirties to let two chaplains, one in July and one in August, have opportunity for a holiday.  The
congregation had asked that the old way of congruity remain.  By 1957 Elton Scott had moved from
Bishop’s University to become senior assistant minister at Grace Church- on-the-Hill, Toronto.  The
Right Reverend John Dixon, Bishop of Montreal, was chaplain for that season.  With his family he
had already made several visits to Cap à l’Aigle and was happy to come to the chaplaincy.  But he
was the last man to serve for the whole summer.  Two events marked this ministry. 
The service of Evening Prayer was discontinued until there should be greater demand for it, not by
any formal decision but left rather as a matter to be settled each season.  At the opening of the
summer the Bishop, having consulted with the Bishop of Quebec, gave the Invitation to all who
were communicants in their own churches to come to the altar rail of St Peter’s In the celebration
of Holy Communion.
 

By 1958 it was realized that men engaged in the training of students of theology often have plans
for their summer months other than a summer in one place.  Since then St Peter’s has had a series
of July and August chaplains whose full-time calling is in a theological college, a parish, or some
form of special ministry.  Some have come year by year, as Elton Scott continued to do after the
1957 absence.  The Reverend Donald Kidd and his family are happily remembered for their four
Augusts in Cap à l’Aigle.  We are also fortunate In the Reverend Stuart Martin’s record of one July
and, to the time of writing, five Augusts.
 

Other chaplains have been here on one or more holiday visits to minister at St. Peter’s.  Their
names are in the full record of chaplains to be found some pages later.  They have given us interest
and stimulation in ways as varying as are their personalities and their full-time jobs.
 

In these years we also owe gratitude to men, summer residents, who have assisted the chaplain
or taken services in his place, notably the Venerable R. Kenneth Naylor, the Reverend Canon



Sydney Bancroft and his son, the Reverend Frank Bancroft.  The last two are the third and fourth
generations of a family now in its fifth generation here.
 

The change from one to two chaplains a summer brought other changes.  It is in 1957 that Mr
Gordon Kelly is first thanked for services as sacristan which began the year before.  Each chaplain
in turn has felt, as one man expressed it, “how much it means to have the feeling of quiet orderliness
before divine service”.
 

At that time also the former chancel guild was no longer in existence.  A group of women began
to care for the communion silver and fair linen, the brass, and the placing of flowers on the altar. 
They co-operated also with Miss Beatrice Pope in home-making in the chaplaincy, a responsibility
which had been hers since her sister’s death.  Furnishings and equipment were in much need of
renewal.  The “Ladies Committee” collected money, shopped, sewed, and received gifts from Mr.
and Mrs. Francis of electrical equipment for the kitchen and appliances.
 

This surveillance and personal work continues.  Mrs. J. H. Mooney and Mrs. D. S. Thomas were
at first responsible for the church and Mrs. J. D. McTaggart and Mrs. Ludlow Haskell for the
chaplaincy.  Now Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. Philip Robb care for the church and Mrs. Malcolm
Mackenzie and Mrs. Percy Radley for the chaplaincy.  Since 1966 Mademoiselle Elizabeth Bergeron
has laundered the fair linen, accepting only a nominal remuneration.  On all that is done there is a
chaplain’s comment to quote. “It is obvious that  someone cares”.
 

The summer of 1961 was a sadly momentous one.  Elton Scott had died in Toronto after months
of illness.  In July C. H. Cronyn died in Montreal, having been in his usual place in St. Peter’s two
weeks before.  With the congregation standing at the annual meeting, Elton Scott was
commemorated for his leadership in worship and in teaching, his complete and joyful sharing in the
life of the community; as was Clement Hamilton Cronyn for a faithful life, in his business career,
in St. Peter’s affairs, and as the good and kind friend.  Each man will live in memory also for the
light of humour he could bring to a situation.  Memorial services for both men were held during the
summer.
 

On Mr. Cronyn’s resignation a year earlier, Mr. J. D. McTaggart had been elected people’s
warden and Philip Robb had accepted appointment again as chaplain’s warden.  The next years saw
the re-roofing of church and chaplaincy, the renewing of the red creosote stain on both buildings,
and the rewiring of the chaplaincy.  The 1959 prayerbooks were purchased, but not without regret
at parting from the large-type, bright red-bound books which Mrs. Campbell had given a few years
before.  These went now to a bishop for one of his congregations in a northern diocese.  For many
years the offertory on one Sunday had been given to the Murray Bay Convalescent Home.  Later the
gift was made through individual contributions.  In 1965, the Home having been closed, the
congregation voted to send $100 to the Diocese of Quebec Missionary Fund, a voluntary gift which
has been made each year since then.
 

The organ had been repaired in 1950 by Willis and Company, who found it a good instrument
and well worth putting into condition again.  It recurs in 1961 and again in later years on the
question of electric pedalling.  Here is the place, though, to tell of the long line of volunteer
organists who have succeeded to Miss Mary Gill.  Before 1951 names are seldom given, but from



that year on some twenty-four have taken their part in this way in the services.  Mrs. Donald Kidd
also trained a small choir of children and young people in the summers she was here.  Others who
have played frequently are Mrs. Percy Radley, Mrs. Basil Partridge, Mrs. Gibson Peck, Mrs.
Hemenway, Mr. Robert Speirs, Mr. W. R. B. Bertram and his son John, Alex Paterson, Gillian
Naylor and members of the Mackenzie and Mackay families.
 

In the early years of the sixties the wish of several members to have a burial ground on the
church property came up for consideration.  It was realized that there would have to be testing for
depth of soil over the rock, also that county health laws would have to be consulted.  On testing for
depth there seemed to be a suitable place near the clump of cedar trees.  To consecrate a burial
ground, however, would only be possible if the land were deeded to the diocese.  The question was
left an open one for further consideration.
 

There were losses in those years.  In 1962 the people’s warden spoke of the passing of Alfred
E. Frances — “well known in Cap à l’Aigle and throughout the area . . . an old fiend of the church
. . . ready to help in any way he could”.  A year later sympathy went to the members of the Cundill
family in the deaths of their mother Isabel Cundill and their sister Constance Greville Cundill —
“Both were long associated with this summer church, faithful in their worship, and we remember
them today with gratitude for their lives and their example”.  In the next year Helen Lilian Hampson
died, a constant worshipper, a benefactor frequently anonymous, and a trustee of the church.  To the
glory of God and in loving memory, Holy Communion was celebrated at eight o’clock on Sunday,
August 23rd.  A small brass plate from nephews and nieces now marks where she sat.
 

In the meantime a new development was coming in the relationship between members of the
Presbyterian Church and those of St. Peter’s.
 

A service to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the former had been held in 1949 at which the
Reverend Donald B. Mackay was the preacher.  Chaplains
of the Murray Bay Protestant Church and the Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock
took part in the service and members of both these congregations attended.  In the years of the
forties, some of them war years, and with the decrease of the summer population there had been
fewer services in the Presbyterian Church.  After Mrs. Anderson’s death responsibility for them and
for the upkeep of the church was carried out by members of the family, including the Reverend J.
D. Anderson, the Reverend L. K. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs I.
Mackay Anderson and by the Reverend Donald B. Mackay until he left St.
Andrew’s Church, Quebec, for a ministry in Ontario.  There were four or five services a summer. 
After that services were held, with the assistance of devoted laymen, on two or three Sundays a
summer so long as Mrs. D. M. McGoun was in Cap à l’Aigle.
 

It was in 1962 that a letter went to all of Doctor Mackay’s grandchildren suggesting that rather
than abandon the church building and let it fall into disrepair it would be better to demolish it.  In
the autumn this was done.
 

A loved and familiar landmark went, but the church furnishings are still serving.  The pulpit,
lectern, chair and pews are in l’Eglise Evangelique at Port-au-Persil as is the stained glass window
of the burning bush which was given by Mr. and Mrs. McGoun after the original one had been



broken.  Chairs and other articles are with members of the Mackay family or with friends.  The bell
is now calling to prayer the members of the Presbyterian Church in Bafia, The Cameroons, West
Africa, where the Reverend L. W. Anderson, a grandson of Doctor Mackay, was a missionary for
many years and was  Instrumental in erecting the church.
 

There are two tablets in the Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock which were placed there and
dedicated in 1963 and which serve to perpetuate the relationship between St. Peter’s and the original
Presbyterian Church.  A wooden plaque, formerly in that church, is in memory of Lieutenant
William Strong, an American who died as a result of service with the Canadian Expeditionary Force
in World War I.  A bronze tablet in memory of Doctor A. B. Mackay and of the church which he
built has been placed on the wall beside the reading desk.  In the Memorial Endowment Fund is the
balance of the Presbyterian funds remaining after the sale of the church property.
 

There have been Presbyterian services in St. Peter’s, one of them held on the occasion of a clan
re-union of the Mackays.  The Reverend Donald B. Mackay, D.D. has assisted in the Sunday
services and now preaches once during the summer.  Members of the Mackay family worship here
in their holiday season.  At the service, set for August 6th, 1972, we can know thankfully that a firm
hope of Doctor A. B. Mackay is realized.
 

In 1967, the year of the Centennial of Confederation, the Murray Bay Protestant Church held
its centennial service.  The Reverend Donald Mackay, whose grandfather had ministered there, took
part: and the Reverend James A. MacLean, chaplain at St. Peter’s that July, sent the greetings of the
congregation, receiving an appreciative reply.  Members of St. Peter’s were present.  In August the
Reverend Stuart Martin and others were there when the County Charlevoix Historical Society placed
a commemorative plaque on the outer wall of the Murray Bay Church.
 

In that summer of 1967 Lucy Francis, Alma McTaggart, and John Mooney were remembered
— “three members of this community who loved this piece of Charlevoix County and made it
beautiful with flowers, whose hospitality was warm and constant, and who made special gifts of
time, skill and money to the church and chaplaincy”.
 

J. D. McTaggart had resigned as people’s warden the year before and at the Annual meeting in
1967 his successor, Dudley S. Thomas, outlined plans to the congregation.  His predecessors having
seen to it that the church building and finances were both in good shape, he proposed to concentrate
year by year on renewals and re-furnishings in the chaplaincy building.  In the early summer, when
the annual financial statement had been sent out, the first annual newsletter went with it.  This has
been appreciated by members and former members alike.  Some of the latter have been sending
messages and gifts, year by year, and they especially welcome this way of being in touch.
 

Sadly though, it was to be a short term of office.  On a Sunday in late August 1968, the
congregation stayed after the service for a special meeting.  Their warden, ill for some time, had
hopefully accepted re-election earlier that month and then being moved to Montreal, had died there. 
As all those present were in touch with his family there was no formal tribute to Dudley Thomas at
that meeting.
 

Ludlow Haskell had been auditor for a number of years, and his offer to take over the



wardenship for an interim period was gratefully accepted.  Gifts to the Memorial Fund had already
come from friends and business associates of the late warden.  Doctor Malcolm Mackenzie was
elected trustee in Mr. Thomas’ place and Miss Esther Kerry a trustee in place of Miss Beatrice Pope,
then in a nursing home in Montreal.  On the chaplain’s suggestion, the deed of gift and the early
minutes had been consulted to clarify the duties of trustees and wardens, for these were unfamiliar
to most of those present.  It was decided to have a committee of the trustees and wardens, convened
by the secretary, to take up a review of the church records which Mr Thomas had started.
 

A year later, as the annual meeting opened in 1969, Mr Percy Radley spoke of Dudley Thomas
in terms of his high ability in administration and accounting, of his concern for the welfare of the
church and its chaplains, as friend and as Christian gentleman.
 

That was a year of changes.  Philip Robb had asked for some time to be relieved of his duties
as warden, and at the meeting the chaplain appointed Lawrence A. Halsey in Mr. Robb’s place. 
Percy E. Radley was elected people’s warden, George A. Main succeeding him as auditor.  Ludlow
Haskell was warmly thanked for all that he had undertaken unexpectedly and accomplished in the
past year.  In the days of loss and sorrow the year before, the Reverend Stuart Martin had quietly
done more for his people than anyone fully realized.  He spoke his personal thanks now and those
of the other chaplains to his retiring warden Philip Robb.  The thoughts of the congregation were
expressed by Frank Bancroft in a moving recall of some long ago words of Doctor Allnatt, fitting
them to present times and to all that Philip and Mary Robb have done as a team in their years of
service — and will continue to do.
 

To the newly appointed curé of the parish of St-Raphael de Cap à l’Aigle, M. l’Abbé Raymond
Roberge, a message of welcome and goodwill went from the congregation.
 

And there was further change.  Before the season ended it was known that owing to the sale of
“The Heugh’’ property there would be no “à l’année prochaine” for two of our loved and faithful
members, Ludlow and Margaret Haskell.
 

The 1970 meeting commemorated Beatrice Pope’s years of association with and love of St.
Peter’s, long to be remembered by her many friends.  It also heard of the closing of the Cap à l’Aigle
Library which had been a part of her summer life.  The books, no longer in demand by borrowers
here, are being active to useful purposes.  Sold at a nominal price, they are in schools, in other
libraries, and in the collections of friends.  Mary Robb and Margery Mackenzie, who had carried
on the library and seen to its final disposition, asked that the balance of funds on deposit be added
to church funds to be used for furnishings in the chaplaincy.
 

Then at the 1971 meeting the members stood remembering others who had gone.  John P.
Cundill had not been in St. Peter’s recently; but he had grown up there and remained a good friend. 
When J. D. McTaggart had retired as people’s warden in 1966, he was thanked not only for his work
but “for all that he has meant and still means to us”.  Those are right words for both Jack and Alma
McTaggart.  They gave many services to St. Peter’s and something truly good in themselves to other
lives.
 

To one who has read thus far Kenneth Naylor's name recurs, as Doctor Abbott-Smith's did.  The



records know his ministry as a priest in his holiday periods, and his practical activities as a warden,
having once re-stained St. Peter’s with volunteer help, himself doing a large share of the work. 
Practical wisdom comes through also on occasion.  Unwritten are friendship, the joy of working
among his flowers, fruit and vegetables, the invaluable assistance in recruiting chaplains in these
latter years.  All this we remember.
 

But 1971 also looked forward in the realization that 1972 will be a centennial year.  Mrs.
Kenneth Naylor is chairman of the committee to plan for it Mrs. Donald Mackay is secretary of that
committee.  The Reverend Stuart Martin and the church officers are on the committee, also Mrs.
Evelyn Boosey and Mr. Philip Robb, both of whom first spent summers here when they were
children.  We regret that Miss Elspeth Laird cannot join us.  Madame Jacques Villeneuve is being
asked to serve for the local community.  Monsieur le Curé and the mayor, M. Jean-Paul Tremblay,
know what is happening, as does the editor of “Le Confident de la Rive Nord”.  Others, both year-
round and summer residents, will take part as the planning develops into action.
 

There are French-speaking summer residents here, and Jewish ones, and English-speaking
members of the Roman Catholic faith.  We look forward to the celebration as one to which old-
timers will return and in which dwellers of today will take their part.
 

Let us go inside the church now in 1971 and listen to what those who minister to us are saying. 
The Reverend John Lee, chaplain for two Julys now, left in the vestry book a page of notes on the
miracle, heard on Trinity VII: Jesus, a person — using what is available — sharing it with other
persons.
 

Through August, with Stuart Martin and once with Donald Mackay, we faced our own times,
the old faith often set aside, the old words held meaningless, and dally in the news media confusion,
waste, contradiction, self-will, violence.  They spoke of a continuing, developing faith since the day
of Abraham, lived through a spirit which we believe to be a special gift from God then and renewed
through Jesus Christ.  They told of how a wall was built in courage, faith and persistence, the
builders ever watchful for attack, and how in our time it is to see how new ways can be achieved of
helping tried truths to come alive in more people.  We heard how it is open to followers of Jesus
Christ to use their natural gifts to a purpose.  It may not be clearly known but it becomes possible
as they receive and act on his teaching and learn to use more prayer and thanksgiving in their lives
— as we shall be doing especially in 1972.
 

In this church in 1971 there is a feeling of space, a scattered congregation, an attention though
in each of them.  There is the mellowed, natural wood of walls and furnishings, green of dossal
curtains and embroidered frontal, the white of altar linen, the bright fittings there, and the flowers. 
Above is the rose window, in the strong blues, greens, poppy reds and violet of our garden and field
flowers daisies alight to one side, a lily at the centre.
 

Come outside now.  In the gathering of people on the lawn, with the creativity of nature all
around, there is, as the second chaplain put it long ago, a “mutual goodwill”.  On these rocks above
the river this is a continuing outcome of the acknowledgment of God there in his power and his love.



En Avant

“Car ton bras sait porter l’épée, il sait porter la croix”.

En commençant on a posé une question — pourquoi?  A la fin c’est aussi une question, l’une du
futur de cette chapelle et de cette congrégation au temps où les habitudes de passer les vacances se
sont bien changées.  L’épée c’est l’action, la croix c’est souffrir.  Avancer c’est s’en occuper de
toutes les deux.

 
We end with a question and an assurance.  We have read a story of action, maintaining worship

for the quiet of holiday time during one hundred years.  Will it be the same continuing action or will
it be the giving up of an inheritance to some new purpose?

 
To know how to carry the cross is to look to the power that moves sun, stars and earth and to

learn how the inheritance can continue to serve that power.

 
En tout cas, en avant.



Chaplains

Diocese

1872-1886 Reverend M. M. Fothergill Quebec

1887-1919 Reverend F. J. B. Allnatt Quebec

1920 Reverend G. Abbott-Smith Montreal

1921-1935 Reverend F. G. Vial Quebec

During several summers the following served:

1923 July Reverend W. S. G. Bunbury Quebec

1923 August Reverend G. Abbott-Smith Montreal

1928 Reverend E. K. Moffatt Quebec

1933 July

1935 July

1935 August Reverend E. H. Humphries Quebec

1936-1950 Reverend E. K. Moffatt Quebec

1951-1956 Reverend Elton Scott Quebec

1957 Right Reverend John Dixon Montreal

1959 July

1960 August

1958 July Reverend Elton Scott Toronto

1959 August

1960 July

1958 August Reverend Dudley F. Kemp Montreal

1961 July Reverend Stuart M. Martin Montreal

1967-1972 August

1961-1962 August Reverend Barry Valentine Montreal

1962 July Reverend Eric Caulfield Quebec

1963-1966 August Reverend D. W. Kidd Montreal

1963 July Reverend S. F. Bancroft Delaware



Reverend F. Bancroft Newark

1964 July Reverend Eric G. Jay Montreal

1965 July Reverend Michael Creal Toronto

1966 July Reverend R. W. Peirce Quebec

1967-1968 July Reverend James A. MacLean Montreal

1972 July

1969 July Reverend Walter Asbil Montreal

1970-1971 July Reverend John Lee Montreal



Trustees

1889-1916 Mr. C. P. Champion Quebec

-1920 Reverend F. J. B. Allnatt Lennoxville

-1904 Captain W. LeM Carter Quebec

1904-1932 Reverend G. Abbott-Smith Montreal

1916-1939 Mr. A. H. Campbell Toronto

1920-1936 Mr. F. H. Cabot New York

1932-1936 Mr. Edwin Pope Quebec

1936-1955 Mrs. F. H. Cabot New York

1936-1947 Reverend G. Abbott-Smlth Montreal

1939-1964 Miss H. L. Hampson Montreal

1947-1961 Mr. C. H. Cronyn Montreal

1955- Mr. P. H. Robb Montreal

1961-1968 Miss B Pope Quebec

1964-1968 Mr. D. S Thomas Montreal

1968- Miss E. W. Kerry Montreal

1968- Doctor M. B Mackenzie Montreal



Wardens

1906-1921 Mr. Edwin Pope Quebec

1906-1908 Mr. A. H. Campbell Toronto

1908-1909 Mr. Benson Hall Quebec

1909-1934 Mrs F. H. Cabot New York

 1921-1927 Doctor Hunter Robb Cleveland

 1927-1932 Mr. Francis A. Cundill New York

 1934-1936 Mr Francis A Cundill New York

1932- 1936 Reverend G. Abbott-Smith Montreal

1936-1939 Reverend R. K. Naylor Montreal

1936-1938 Mr. Henry Gault Montreal

1938-1955 Mr. P. H. Robb Montreal

1939-1948 Mr. A. D. Griffin Scarsdale, N.Y.

1949-1960 Mr. C. H. Cronyn Montreal

1955-1966 Mr. J D. McTaggart Toronto

1959- Mr. Gordon Kelly (Deputy) Montreal

1960-1969 Mr. P. H. Robb Montreal

1966-1968 Mr. D. S. Thomas Montreal

1968-1969 Mr. L. St. J. Haskell Montreal

1969- Mr Percy E. Radley Montreal

1969- Mr. Lawrence A Halsey Montreal



Gifts and Memorials

In the “Historical Sketch” there is a record of gifts made up to 1950.
1954 Prayer Books (large type), gift of Mrs. A. H. Campbell. Four light shades of the same design

as those in the chancel: two given by Canon and Mrs. Naylor and two by Mrs. Fitz and Miss
Wright.

1956 New concrete steps and a hand railing, on each side of the lawn, were given by Mr. A. E.
Francis. The cedar wood for the railing of the original stone steps had been Miss
MacDonnell’s gift in 1933.

1957 New altar furnishings were an anonymous gift in memory of Miss Wheelwright, who had
given the font in 1922.

1958 A rose window in the east wall in memory of Doctor Hunter Robb and Isabel Hampton Robb
was the gift of their sons Hampton and Philip H. Robb.

1959 A concealed electric fixture to give better reading light in the chancel, from Archdeacon and
Mrs. Naylor. A pair of brass candlesticks in memory of Mrs. Frederick George Scott and
Mrs. Arthur Kelley (Mary Scott) was given by Mrs H. H. Scott. Members present at the
annual meeting agreed that they should be used alternately with the pair of wooden
candlesticks given in memory of Alvin D. Griffin by his wife.

1960 A framed sketch of the original church and the village cross, given by Miss H. L. Hampson
to the chaplaincy.

1962 A burse and veil given in memory of Elton Scott by Grace Scott; also a framed photograph
of him to hang in the vestry.

1965 A plate on the litany desk in memory of Francis A. and Isabel Cundill. The desk is an earlier
memorial to him.
Fair linen In memory of Constance Cundill, given by her sister Mrs. Evelyn Boosey and by
Miss Ida Mousley.

1966 Four lavabo towels given by Mrs. N. G. Johnson of Montreal.
1967 A corporal and pall for use with the communion vessels, given by Mrs. N. G. Johnson.



MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND

On the north wall of the Church is the record of those in whose memory gifts have been made to an
endowment fund.  The names are in raised letters on a wooden board, the work done by Monsieur
Clement-Joseph Bouchard of Pointe-au-Pic.  The board was designed to take two columns; it has
been extended by two more.  The names recorded to 1972 are lasted below.

Mary Gill Louisa Caroline Wicksteed Maud Mary Pope

Maud Cabot J Guy W Johnson Helena Johnson

Marion Wright Henry P. Wright M.D. Palmer H. Wright

William R. Wright Archibald H. Campbell Jessie L. Campbell

Ralph L. Peck Florence Harvey Reverend Elton Scott

Clement H. Cronyn Alfred E. Francis Francis A. Cundill

A. Isabel Cundill Constance Cundill

The extensions on either side include

Mildred L. Aylwin H. Lilian Hampson Constance Scott

F. Sydney Bancroft Currie M. Cabot Alvin D. Griffin

Alma McTaggart Lucy Francis Beatrice Griffin

Annie H. Henderson Dudley S. Thomas Rhoda W. Jones

Elizabeth Johnson H. Laight C. Johnson Sybil Newton

Beatrice Pope John H Mooney J. D. McTaggart

R. Kenneth Naylor John P Cundill



Members
The names below have been taken from the records.  They are those of members who have attended
the annual meeting, who gave gifts or services, including war service, or who are commemorated
on the Memorial Board.  As the dates given are those on which a name first appears in the records,
they do not stand for actual length of membership.

It will be realized that many other summer visitors have worshipped regularly in St. Peter’s.  A
comprehensive list, made through consultation with old-timers, could be a future project.
Abbott-Smith ‘99
Allnatt ‘99
   Gill ‘99
Anderson ‘18
Andrews ‘17
Asbil ‘69
Avery ‘14-‘18

Baldwin ‘52
Bancroft ‘00
   Frederickson ‘60
Bartlett ‘18
Bertram ‘54
Biggar ‘99
Bishop ‘65
Blake ‘14
Boswell ‘36
Brock ‘26
Browne ‘14-‘18
Bunbury ‘23
Burr ‘30
Burton ‘00

Cabot ‘06
Campbell, A. H. ‘01
   Jones ‘19
Campbell, N. ‘63
Carter ‘04
Cartwright ‘03
Casey ‘99
Cassels ‘14-‘18
Caulfield ‘62
Chalmers ‘16
Champion ‘89
Cochrane ‘21
Coghlin ‘64
Cook ‘14-‘18
Crawford ‘16

Creal ‘65
Cronyn ‘47
Cundill ‘27
   Boosey ‘59

Dale-Harris ‘14-‘18
D’Arcy ‘13
Davison ‘43
Denne ‘14-‘18
Dixon ‘45
Doull ‘04
   Buchanan ‘25
Doble ‘21
Doucet ‘14-‘18
Drury ‘14-‘18

Elliott ‘29
English ‘12

Ferguson ‘52
Flemlng  ‘14-‘18
Fothergill 1872
Francis ‘23
Fyshe ‘14-‘18

Gault ‘36
Gilbert ‘68
Gladwell ‘16
Gollings ‘30
Gower-Rees ‘30
Graeme ‘14-‘18
Gray ‘30
Greenshields ‘14-‘18
Griffin ‘39
   Duff ‘46
Gwyn ‘14-‘18

Hall ‘04
Halsey ‘66

Hampson ‘21
Harvey ‘60
Haskell ‘50
Healey ‘22
Hendery ‘53
Heughan ‘66
Hire ‘53
   Partridge ‘52
   Shoenberger ‘14-‘18
Humphrles ‘35
Hunt ‘16
Hutchison ‘31
Hyde ‘14-‘18

Idler ‘67

Jay ‘64
Johnson ‘99
   Watkins ‘04
   Newton ‘00
   Waller ‘14-‘18
Jones, W. ‘52
   Henderson ‘53

Kelly ‘50
Kemp ‘58
Kidd ‘63
Kerr ‘99
Kerr, E. ‘65
Kerry ‘04

Laird ‘59
Lee ‘70
Lemesurier ‘99

Maass ‘30
MacDonnell ‘04
Machell ‘52
Mackay ‘63

Mackenzie ‘14-‘18
Mackenzle, M. B. ‘55
MacLean ‘67
Martin ‘61
McBride ‘43
   Hobbes ‘68
M c G o u n  ‘ 2 3
McTaggart ‘37
   Black ‘66
   Main ‘69
Montizambert ‘45
Mooney ‘52
Mousley ‘52
Munroe ‘49

Nash ‘20
Notman ‘01

Oliver ‘21
O’Regan ‘52

Parker ‘14-‘18
Parkin ‘01
Paterson-Smyth ‘10
Peck ‘59
Peirce ‘66
Pepler ‘14-‘18
Pitcher ‘69
Pope ‘04
   Barton ‘16
   Naylor ‘36
Pym ‘14-‘18

Radley ‘68
Rayson ‘99
Reed ‘14-‘18
Reid ‘14-‘18
Reeve ‘00
Ritchie ‘20



Robb ‘06
   Smith
   Atkinson
   Paterson
Robertson, F. ‘20
Robertson, D. B. ‘50
Roe ‘21
Rousseau ‘59

Scott ‘02

   Kelley ‘23

Shires ‘09
Speirs ‘37
Staveley '14-'18
Stewart '21
Strong '14-'18
Symonds '14-'18

Thomas '59

   Hayden '68 

Valentine '61
Vial '21
Welch '14-'18
Wheelwright '16
White '26
Wicksteed '02
Wilkes '21
   Baldwm '50

Winthrop '10
Worthington '14-'18
Wright '06
   Fitz '45
   Hemenway '62 
Wrong '00

Young '14-'18



Church Register

The first vestry book in which services are recorded is dated 1921.  Anything prior to that date, that
follows here, comes from the “Historical Sketch”' or from families and friends.  The official Register
of the Church of St. Peter-on-the-Rock is with that of the Murray Bay Protestant Church, at Church
House, 36 des Jardins Street, Quebec City.

BAPTISMS
7 9.31 Barbara Bliss Reid 10.8.46 Cynthia Elizabeth Duff
21.8 38 Keith Alexander Walsh 2.9.56 Alexander Robb Paterson

3.8.68 David Stuart Hayden

CONFIRMATION  by the Right Reverend L. W Williams, Bishop of Quebec
1916

Mary Barton Maud Cabot
George Cabot Quintin Cabot

MARRIAGES

1912 Marjorie Paterson-Smyth — Professor Harold A. Wilson
1917 Mary Hunt — The Reverend Bernard Johnson
31.7.19 Gwendolen Strachan Campbell — Thomas Roy Jones
28.7.25 Mary Doull — Erskine Buchanan
20.7.26 Blanche Roe — The Reverend E. F L. Thompson
3.9.55 Joan Linzee Robb — Alexander Kennedy Paterson
30.7.60 Ann Bancroft — Dick Hartman Frederickson

BURIAL SERVICE

19.7.39 Elizabeth Johnson
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